
The World of Words



Who has visited another country?

What similarities/ differences did 
you notice?





Who can speak another language 
or knows a few words or phrases?

What similarities/ differences are there? 



Languages change and evolve all the 
time. Like many other countries, 
England has a long history of invasion 
and settlement which has added to the 
richness of the language.
Many words we use are called 
‘loanwords’- words we have literally 
pinched from other languages!



The Celts, the Romans, the Anglo-Saxons, the Jutes, the Vikings 
and the Normans (French) all invaded England and many settled 
here, bringing new words to the language.

The Renaissance in the 16th century saw a renewal of interest in 
the classics- Greek and Latin- and an interest in maths and 
science. These things influenced spoken and written English.

At this time and beyond, there was more ‘exploration’ of the 
world, leading to British invasion of other countries. People who 
settled in countries like India used some of the local words and 
these have also found their way into English. 



English is still constantly changing as new words are 
invented to name new technologies and inventions. As 
people from other parts of the world settle here, they 
enrich English as words become integrated into daily use. 

Internet   Bitcoin   

We also lose words as people stop using them!

quakebuttock beef-witted  

hornswoggle         gadzooks



All this history also helps us to 
understand some of the oddities of 

English spelling!








